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THE SQUIRREL 

New Year wishes to you all. I do hope you had a lovely and joyous 
festive break. We often talk about New Year resolutions and there is 
always lots of sharing of wise words at the start of the New Year. My wise 
words that I shared with Team Lanesend and that I will share with you 
too is you must do what makes you happy. I have been sharing ‘Quotes of 
The Day’ with the team about doing what makes you happy and have 
asked Laura to share a couple with you on the newsletter. This is 
definitely going to be my mantra for this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have returned to school positively and some lovely 
learning has taken place this week, especially around our curriculum 
focus on Hovis and ‘As Good Today as it Has Always Been’. The 
possibilities of learning through bread are endless. It had never fully 
occurred to me how far and wide bread stretches across the world. I feel 
it is going to be a great focus with a range of skills and knowledge being 
developed for all. We are planning a Lanesend ‘Bread Bake Off’ and 
hoping to hold a World Food Day with support from our families. We do 
have so much planned from visits to visitors to performances and 
experiments. This will all be sent home to you shortly on this term’s 
Jigsaw, alongside the year group newsletter.  

This half term is also report writing season where teachers are not 
running after school clubs until after the February half term. We will 
continue with our external clubs which begin next week. You should have 
received the information in a form to complete yesterday. I always look 
forward to reading the reports as they are so reflective of the child and I 
can see that the teachers really know the children. I particularly always 
find Year 6 hard knowing that this will be their last report here at 
Lanesend.  

I was talking to the TAC team yesterday and we want to re-establish 
some of our parent groups that were in place before Covid so we are 
looking at having coffee mornings, a toddler group, Makaton workshops, 
budgeting workshops, Trick box workshops, Headteacher's forums, LEAF 
meetings to mention some of our ideas. 

Mrs Flux is going to put together a programme and send this out to 
families shortly. Another thing that we used to do pre-Covid was to have 
workshops in school for families to come and work alongside their child. 
During Covid these went online so I am really pleased that next week we 
have an opportunity for families to come in and work alongside their child 
in a math lesson. Please see below for the timings for when your child's 
classroom is an open classroom for families. This is very exciting!  

We are also still running our maths family workshop on a Tuesday 9am-
10am with Dee Swallow. Please do come along. I know that maths is 
taught very differently from when I was a child and it can be very 
confusing.  

Swimming begins for Year 3 next week on Wednesdays. Any help with 
walking down and supporting would be much appreciated. We would 
love to have a few more adults to help. Talking about helping in school 
we are also open to volunteers if you would like to come in and mentor, 
read or support in the classroom; please let us know. We can get you set 
up and we would love to welcome you as part of Team Lanesend.  

Talking about volunteering, our Dance Live performance is getting closer 
and we would love some help in making costumes or if you are a hair 
dresser or make-up artist and would like to join us for the day please let 
us know. The more hands we have to help the smoother the day runs. 
We are going the same way over to Portsmouth via the Fishbourne car 
ferry. We are just waiting to confirm our booking times and we will let 
you know drop off and pick up times soon. I have just had a flashback to 
last year when we ran to the ferry due to service cancellations after.  Let’s 
hope this was an exception and not the norm! Mary is just finalising the 
performance and what she calls in the trade ‘polishing’ it. We cannot 
wait! 

Year 2 take to the stage next week on Thursday 12th January for their 
performance assemblies on Christianity. We have had some great 
performances from other year groups on the different religions so far this 
year and we are looking forward to Year 2’s next week. See the next page 
for times.  

We were just talking in the office about upcoming activities and thinking 
about booking next year in the hope that prices would be based on this 
year and not next, but I am very aware of the cost of living and 
Christmas has just been and I know there is no good  time to send out 
forms or request payments. I am going to delay the forms until February 
for next year’s activities. We have provisionally booked tickets for Shrek 
next year, but again, we will send this out a little later to confirm a place 
for your child. It is really hard to balance activities and the cost of living. I 
will continue to look for grants and subsidises wherever I can so that our 
children continue to experience school days that are engaging, inspiring 
and go beyond the shores of the Isle of Wight.  

Finally, I would like to wish Mrs Gangonells and her family, and all our 
international families, a Happy Kings’ Day tomorrow.  

 

 

 

 

It looks like a breezy, wet weekend ahead so waterproofs and umbrellas 
ready for a day out! 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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Maths Workshops 
Year R— Tuesday 10th January at 12pm—12.30pm  

Year 1—Thursday 12th January at 12pm 

Year 2—Friday 2.10pm until home time  

Year 3—Tuesday 10th January at 11am  

Year 4—  Thursday 12th January TBC 

Year 5—Thursday 12th January at 12:30pm—1:15pm 

Year 6— Wednesday  11th January at 9.00am—9.30am 

 

Year 2 Performances 

9.30am—Dandelion Class 

9.50am—Buttercup Class 

10.10am—Daffodil Class 
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Use these prompts with your children at home to start a conversation about 

their week in school... 

Reception— Talk to me about... Bread tasting at snack time, The Gingerbread Man, 
composition of numbers four and five, rectangles and circles. 

Words to use... numeral, bonds, adding, sides, corners. 
Tips for the week... practise spelling of the words put, pull, off, jam, jet. 

We have been reading... The Gingerbread Man 
Year 1— Talk to me about...bread! Ask me what ingredients you need to make bread and the 

different types of bread we have tasted.  
Words to use….bread, yeast, wheat, flour, bake.  

Tips for the week...what types pf bread can you spot at home or in the shop? Can you read the 
labels?  

We have been reading....our brand new phonics books! 
Year 2— Talk to me about ... Bible stories.  

Words to use... The Creation story, Noah's Ark, The Good Samaritan  
Tips for the week … when out and about notice the numbers around and work out how many 

tens and ones, what is one more/less? What is ten more/less? 
We have been reading... Bible stories 

Year 3 – TALK TO ME ABOUT... Types of bread 

WORDS TO USE... connoisseur, wholemeal, grain, wheat, rye 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK... look out for common features in recipes: imperative verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs 

WE ARE READING... Varjak Paw (nearly finished!) 

Year 4—Talk to me about: The digestive system, could you instruct someone else through the 
digestive system practical we did in class? T 

ip of the week: You can flip a calculation around and use the inverse operation to check 
calculations and solve number problems.  

We have been reading: 'The Legend of Podkin One' Ear by Kueran Larwood 

 
Year 5— Talk to me about... how to add and subtract fractions with different denominators, 

and convert mixed numbers to improper fractions. 
Words to use... entrepeneur, marketing, product, price, promotion, place (we have started a 

project where we will be designing and creating our own bread-based products). 
Tips for the week... complete your spellings homework daily to give you the best chance during 

our weekly spellings bees in class. 
We have been reading... ‘War of the Worlds' by H. G. Wells (abridged version). 

Year 6— In year 6 we are beginning our new topic by finding out about how the ancient Maya 
lived in communities and the foods that they ate. 

Ask me about sacrifice and what the ancient Maya thought was attractive. 
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SKILL OF THE MONTH 
Issue 16   Thursday 5th January 2023 

Our Skill of the 

Month is Staying 

Positive: Staying 

Positive - Getting 

started - Skills 

Builder Homezone 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/staying-positive-getting-started
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